DROUGHT TOLERANT GARDEN

1. Sunny Seduction Yarrow, Achillea millefolium
'Sunny Seduction' PP20808
2. Spiked Speedwell, Veronica ‘Purpleicious’
3. Black-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia hirta
4. Phlox, Phlox paniculata ‘Uptown Girl’ PP32287
5. Cosmos, Cosmos bipinnatus
6. Butterfly Bush Humdinger collection, Buddleja
davidii 'Magenta Munchkin' 'Humdinger' PP28177
7. Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea
8. Autumn Joy Stonecrop, Hylotelephium
'Herbstfreude’
9. Daylily, Hemerocallis sp.
10. Chinese Silver Grass, Miscanthus sinensis
11. Blue Fescue, Festuca glauca
12. Lantana, Lantana camara

13. Dwarf Little Bunny Grass, Pennisetum
alopecuroides
14. Lavender, Lavandula angustifolia 'Super Blue'
15. Red King Blanket Flower, Gaillardia pulchella
16. Kitten Around Catmint, Nepeta x faassenii 'Kitten
Around' PP30940
17. Rose Campion, Silene coronaria, syn. Lychnis
coronaria
18. Salvia May Night, Salvia x sylvestris 'Mainacht’
19. Lime Marmalade Coral Bells, Heuchera 'Lime
Marmalade' PP21861
20. Lambs ear, Stachys byzantina,
21. Sweet Alyssum, Lobularia maritima
22. Moss Verbena, Verbena aristigera

Drought tolerant plants usually need well-drained soil. Heavy or clay soil will retain water and
is not a good option for a drought-tolerant plant. When establishing a new drought-tolerant
plant, it is essential to water deeply to encourage the roots to grow deeply to be most
effective. Apply mulch to drought-tolerant plants to reflect heat and help the soil retain
moisture. Never over-fertilize drought-tolerant plants, as encouraging the development of
more blooms and foliage than the plant grows typically will require more water, defeating the
whole purpose of planting a drought-tolerant perennial. Once established, a drought-tolerant
garden will require minimal watering during the growing season.
1. Sunny Seduction Yarrow, Achillea millefolium 'Sunny Seduction' PP20808, in
Compositae family, perennial, grown for culinary, medicinal, and ornamental uses, soft
yellow flowers, in summer
○ 1½-2½' x 1-2', upright, compact, clumping, spreads by rhizomes, fast growth
○ Full sun, part sun
○ Well-drained sandy loam soil best adapts to poor, acidic to very alkaline pH
○ Low to moderate water
○ USDA 3-8
○ Attracts butterflies
○ Cut back to rejuvenate, control plant height, divide clumps every 2-3 years, self-sowing
○ Repels beetles, ants, flies
○ Sensitive individuals can get allergic skin rashes or photosensitivity
○ A low water alternative to lawn sod, tolerant of mowing, and can be grown to bloom and trim back

2. Spiked Speedwell, Veronica ‘Purpleicious’, in Plataginaceae family, perennial, grown
for blue flowers, vertical accent uses, small lavender-purple tubular flowers, upright,
slender racemes, flowering from the bottom up, in spring-summer, deadhead to
promote blooming
○ 1-2' x ¾-1½', vertical habit, moderate growth
○ Full sun, part sun
○ Well-drained, high organic matter, consistently moist, 5.5-6.2 pH
○ Low to moderate water, deep watering during the blooming period, allow to
dry between waterings, drought tolerant once established
○ USDA 4-8
○ Attracts bees, butterflies, hummingbirds
3. Black-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia hirta, in Compositae family, biennial or short-lived
perennial grown as an annual for ornamental display, cut flower, and wildlife fodder
uses, yellow, orange 2-4"daisy-like flower, large dark cone head, 7-20 bright yellow 13" ray petals, a whorl of involucral bracts, in spring-summer
○ 2-3' x 1-2", erect, open density, coarse hairy texture, moderately fast-growing
○ Full sun, part sun
○ Well-drained, any clay, loam, sandy soil, moderate fertility, acidic-alkaline pH
○ Medium water, drought tolerant once established
○ USDA 3-8
○ Attracts butterflies, pollinators, larval host, songbirds (goldfinches)
○ Self-sowing, deadhead to promote blooms, don't plant near fertilized lawns
4. Phlox, Phlox paniculata ‘Uptown Girl’ PP32287, in Polemoniaceae family, perennial,
grown for ornamental uses, pink star-shaped dark pink-eyed flowers, rounded
compound corymb, in mid-summer-late summer
○ 2½-3’ x 2-2½’, upright, moderate growth
○ Full sun, part sun
○ Well-drained, moist, average to rich soil, acidic-neutral pH, organic mulch
○ Moderate water
○ USDA 3-8
○ Attracts bees, butterflies, hummingbirds
○ Resists powdery mildew
○ Deadhead to promote blooming, cut back low after the first frost, provide
good air circulation
5. Cosmos, Cosmos bipinnatus, in Compositae family, an annual, grown for cut flower,
ornamental, and vertical accent uses, 3-5” daisy-like, maroon, pink, bowl or open cupshaped, lavender, white ray flowers, yellow center flowers, late-blooming, in summerfall
○ 2-5' x 2-3', erect, clumping, fast growth
○ Full sun
○ Well-drained, loamy, sandy, poor soil, dry to moist, 6.5-7.8 pH
○ Low, moderate water, drought tolerant once established
○ USDA 2-11
○ Attracts bees, butterflies, pollinators
○ Avoid rich soil; it will encourage foliage at the expense of blooms
○ Shelter from strong winds, place plants close together for support
○ Deadhead to promote blooms and branching

6. Butterfly Bush Humdinger collection, Buddleja davidii 'Magenta Munchkin'
'Humdinger' PP28177, Scrophulariaceae, perennial, grown for floral display, and
butterfly attraction, fuchsia red flowers, light center 'eye', earlier blooming in midsummer, 7-8" panicle, conical inflorescence
○ 2-3' x 4', low, shorter, compact, rounded, ball-shape, fast growth
○ Full sun, deeper color, and longer floral length in cooler weather, late to break
dormancy
○ Well-drained, average to fertile soil, moist, 5.8-6.5 pH, EC 1.5-3 (salt) = fertility uptake
○ Low to moderate water
○ USDA (4)5-10
○ Attracts butterflies, hummingbirds, bee-friendly
○ Transplant in early spring to early summer, add lime to increase growth and floral quality,
○ Cut back to 12" for overwintering in Northern winter regions
7. Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea, in Compositae family, perennial, grown for
ornamental, cut flower uses, daisy-like, 3-5” purplish-pink flowers, in early summer
○ 2-5' x 1½-2', clumping habit, fast growth
○ Full sun part sun
○ Well-drained, average soil, dry to medium moist, 6.5-7 pH
○ Low, moderate water
○ USDA 3-8(9)
○ Attracts butterflies, birds (goldfinches)
○ Divide clumps about every four years, deadhead to promote blooming, selfsowing
8. Autumn Joy Stonecrop, Hylotelephium 'Herbstfreude’, in Crassulaceae family,
perennial, grown for succulent sub-shrub, ornamental uses, tiny, ½" star-like light pink
flowers, fade to reddish-purple, in late summer-early fall, held above the foliage, on
dense rounded corymbose cymes 3-4" heads, held above the foliage, persists into fall
○ 2-2½' x 1½-2', semi-upright to upright, spreading clump, unbranched stems,
moderate growth
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade in hot summer regions
○ Well-drained, average, sandy to gravelly soil, low fertility, dry to moist, 6.6-7.8 pH
○ Low to moderate water, drought tolerant once established
○ USDA 3-9
○ Control height cut back in late spring
○ Attracts butterflies
○ Mildly toxic to humans and animals
9. Daylily, Hemerocallis sp., in Xanthorrhoeaceae family, perennial, grown for,
ornamental uses, various floral colors, 3-6", broad spreading trumpet flowers, six
reflexed petals, last one one day, on terminal racemose, sometimes branched
inflorescence
○ 1-4' x 1-3', arching clump, moderate growth, medium texture
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade during the hottest part of the day
○ Well-drained, high organic soil, occasionally dry, tolerant of salt, 6.-6.5 pH
○ 1” water per week, higher during blooming season, drought-resistant once
established
○ USDA 3-9
○ Plant away from trees and shrubs to reduce water and nutrient competition
○ Attracts butterflies, hummingbirds, pollinators
○ Poisonous to cats if ingested

10. Chinese Silver Grass, Miscanthus sinensis, in Poaceae family, perennial, grown for
ornamental, form, specimen uses, pink to red flowers, feathery 8-10" lose terminal
panicles, in August to October
○ 4-9' x 3-6', short rhizomes, tight clump, fast growth
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade
○ Well-drained, average to rich, sandy soil, moist to moderately dry, 4.5-7.5 pH
○ Moderate water, higher until established
○ USDA 4-9
○ Attracts birds
○ Cut foliage to the ground as shoots emerge, divide to control the size, selfsowing, can be invasive in some regions, warm-season grass
○ Yellow-orange fall color fades to tan
11. Blue Fescue, Festuca glauca, in Poaceae family, perennial, grown for form, and
ornamental, groundcover uses, light yellow-green flowers on 10-14” terminal panicles,
held above the foliage, fades to tan
○ ¾-1' x 1-1½', short mounding clump, moderate growth
○ Full sun, part sun, light-shade
○ Well-drained, average soil, moist, 7.0 pH
○ Low, moderate water
○ USDA 4-8
○ Trim to 3-4" in early spring to give space to emerging leaves, divide every 2-3 years
○ Short-lived, cut back if declining in hot, humid conditions
12. Lantana, Lantana camara, in Verbenaceae family, perennial, grown for ornamental,
medicinal, raw material uses, white, pink, yellow, orange, red, purple, mixed flowers
○ 1-6' x 3-5', sprawling, arching, erect, prostrate, rounded habit, fast growth,
medium texture
○ Full sun
○ Well-drained, any soil, evenly moist, 5.5-6.5 pH
○ Low, moderate water, once established, keep soil from drying out
○ USDA 7-11
○ Attracts butterflies, hummingbirds, birds, pollinators
○ Unripe green fruit cause moderately severe poisonous effects, toxic characteristics for humans, cats,
dogs, livestock (cattle, sheep, horses, goats)
13. Little Bunny Dwarf Fountain Grass, Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Little Bunny’, in
Poaceae family, perennial, grown for gray-green, chartreuse juvenile foliage, form,
texture, ornamental uses, showy pinkish-white flower, furry 2" floral oval panicle, in
late spring-fall, dries tan, doesn’t shatter, arching bristly spikes, warm-season grass
○ 1-1½' x ¾-2’, clumping, mounding, arching, fast growth, fine texture
○ Full sun
○ Well-drained, loam, sandy soil, 6.6-7.5 pH
○ Low, moderate water, low once established, moderate for container or in
extreme heat
○ USDA 4-9
○ Self-sowing can become invasive in some regions
○ In cold regions (USDA 4-7), bring in to overwinter in a container19.
○ Attracts birds
○ Cut to the ground before new shoots emerge, self-sowing

14. Super Blue Lavender, Lavandula angustifolia 'Super blue', in Lamiaceae family,
perennial, grown for ornamental, cut flower, product ingredient, culinary uses, Deep
violet-blue fragrant flowers, in June-August, deadhead to promote new growth
○ ¾-1' x ¾-1', mound, compact, low-growing, medium growth
○ Full sun
○ Well-drained, average to sandy, poor, soil, dry, 6.4-8.2 pH
○ Low-moderate water
○ USDA 4-9
○ Attracts butterflies
○ Prune every three years, in spring, to 8" to control size, plant in a sheltered location, cover in snow for
winter protection
15. Red King Blanket Flower, Gaillardia pulchella, in Compositae family, annual, grown for
ornamental, medicinal uses, 1½-2” daisy-like, red, yellow bicolor ray, and head
flowers, with dark centers, terminal, held above the foliage, in summer-first frost
○ 1-1½' x ½-1', erect, clumping, fast growth
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade
○ Well-drained, sandy loam, clay, calcareous soils, poor, dry to moderately
moist, prefers moderately rich, moist, 6.8-7.2 pH
○ Low once established, moderate water for containers, avoid overwatering
○ USDA 4-10
○ Attracts native bees, butterflies, birds (goldfinches love seeds)
○ Start from seed as nurseries carry perennial Gaillardia
○ Deadhead to tidy up, self-sowing, heavy blooming can exhaust itself to be short-lived
16. Kitten Around Catmint, Nepeta x faassenii 'Kitten Around' PP30940, in Lamiaceae
family, perennial, grown for fragrant ingredient use, rosy-purple buds, fragrant bright
blue-purple flowers, in spring-summer, a sterile hybrid
○ 1-1¼' x 1¾-2', compact, rounded habit, moderate growth
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade in hot regions, needs long sunny days to flower
○ Well-drained, average, dry to medium moist, shallow-rocky soil, 6.0-6.6 pH
○ Low, moderate water, not as drought tolerant as other species
○ USDA 3-8
○ Attracts bees, butterflies, hummingbirds
○ Cut back before flowering to promote compact growth, deadhead to promote continued blooms
17. Rose Campion, Silene coronaria, syn Lychnis coronaria, in Caryophyllaceae family,
perennial grown as an annual or biennial, for ornamental uses, fuchsia 1-3" solitary
saucer-shaped flowers, 4-5 petals, terminal, in late spring-early summer
○ 2-3' x 1-2', erect, clumping, moderate growth, medium texture
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade
○ Well-drained, any, shallow-rocky soil, occasionally dry or very dry, 6.1-7.8 pH
○ Low, moderate water
○ USDA 3-9
○ Short-lived, self-sowing, shelter from high spring temperature above 60°F

18. Salvia May Night, Salvia x sylvestris 'Mainacht’, in Lamiaceae family, perennial, grown
for ornamental, ½” two-lipped, tubular, deep violet-blue floral flowers, 2-6 paired on,
dense terminal square stemmed 1½-2' racemes, in early summer-mid-summer, held
above the foliage, 1997 Perennial Plant Association Plant of the Year
○ 1½-2’ x 1½-2’, branched, upright, compact clumping mounds, fast growth
○ Full sun
○ Well-drained average, dry to moist soil, prefers moist, humusy soils, and
gravelly or sandy, acidic-neutral pH
○ Low, moderate water, more often in high heat or containers, water regularly
○ USDA 4-9
○ Attracts hummingbirds, butterflies, bees, birds friendly
○ Deadheaded to promote blooming, cut back floppy growth and after blooming
○ Best with cool spring and summer nights, floppy open density in hot, humid climates
19. Lime Marmalade Coral Bells, Heuchera 'Lime Marmalade' PP21861, in Saxifragaceae
family, perennial, deciduous, grown for foliage color, shade-tolerant uses, tiny white
flowers, 14-16" inflorescence, in late spring-summer, deadhead to promote blooming
○ 8-10" x 15-18", rounded, mounding, moderate growth
○ Part sun, filtered sun, partial shade
○ Well-drained, organically rich, humusy soil, moderately moist, 6.0-8.0 pH
○ Moderate water, regularly apply, weekly, or more often in full sun, containers,
or extremely hot climates, better to be dry than wet once established
○ USDA 4-9
○ Attracts hummingbirds, pollinators
○ Apply mulch in winter to avoid root heaving, divide clumps in spring every 3-4 years
20. Lambs Ear, Stachys byzantina, in Lamiaceae family, perennial, grown for fragrance,
ornamental, texture, form, medicinal uses, gray foliage, tiny purplish-pink flowers,
lipped 2-3 petals, bracts, spike held above the foliage, in summer
○ 1-1½’ x 1-1½', clumping, compact, spreading mound, fast growth, rhizomes,
self-sowing, aggressive
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade (damp foliage can bring on some diseases)
○ Well-drained, sandy, loam, shallow-rocky soil, moist to occasionally dry, 6.17.8 pH
○ Low water, drought tolerant once established, avoid overwatering
○ USDA 4-9
○ Attracts butterflies, pollinators, birds, songbirds
21. Sweet Alyssum, Lobularia maritima, in Brassicaceae family, grown as an annual for
fragrance, ground cover, and ornamental uses, white, flat 4-petal cross-shaped tiny
flowers, in dense terminal racemes, from late spring-early summer, blooming stops in
high temperatures, deadhead to promote blooming, can shear to rejuvenate
○ 3-10" x 6-12", mat-forming, low-growing, well-branched, dense, moderate to
fast growth
○ Full sun, part sun, partial shade
○ Well-drained, sandy, loamy, clay soils, dry to moist, 5.6-7.5 pH
○ Low, moderate water, more during hot weather
○ USDA 5-9
○ Attracts beneficial insects, bees, flower flies, stingless wasps, butterflies, pollinators, songbirds
○ Short-lived perennial, cool-season plant, living mulch, self-sowing

22. Moss Verbena, Verbena aristigera, in Verbenaceae family, perennial grown as an
annual for ground cover, ornamental, texture uses, tiny blue to purple star-shaped
flowers, 4-5 petals, 5-15 clustered on 2" umbels, in spring-fall, fewer blooms in the
summer heat
○ 6-12" x 3-6', spreading, moderate growth, fine texture
○ Full sun, part sun, part shade
○ Well-drained, sandy, loam, poor soil, 6.0-8.0 pH
○ Moderate water, drought tolerant
○ USDA 7-10
○ Fine texture, deeply lobed leaves, fern-like foliage
○ Attracts: butterflies, pollinators

