
 
 

HERB GARDEN 
 

 
1. African blue basil, Ocimum kilimandscharicum 

× basilicum 'Dark Opal' 
2. Pineapple sage, Salvia elegans 
3. Fernleaf dill, Anethum graveolens 
4. Rosemary 'Salem', Rosmarinus officinalis 

'Salem’ 
5. Serrated basil, Ocimum basilicum var. Serratum 
6. Sweet Basil, Ocimum basilicum var. Genovese 
7. Red Rubin basil, Ocimum basilicum var. 

Purpurascens 
8. Mexican tarragon, Tagetes lucida 
9. Common oregano (aka Marjoram), Origanum 

vulgare 
10. Garden sage, Salvia officinalis 

11. Dwarf pineapple sage, Salvia elegans 'Honey 
Melon' 

12. Onion chives, Allium schoenoprasum 
13. Cilantro - leaves, Coriander - seeds, Coriandrum 

sativum 
14. Flat Italian parsley, Petroselinum crispum var. 

Neapolitanum 
15. Curly parsley, Petroselinum crispum var. 

Crispum 
16. Thyme, Thymus vulgaris 
17. Super blue lavender, Lavandula angustifolia 

'Super blue' PP#24929 
 A. Autumn Joy Stonecrop, Hylotelephium 

'Herbstfreude’
 

An herb garden is a grouping of valuable plants that meet the gardeners’ 
various needs.   Whether it is a collection of culinary, medicinal, tea, or 
potpourri herbs, they generally need a sunny location with well-drained 
soil. 
 
Herbs are not heavy feeders unless they are growing in containers.  
Harvest herbs frequently so the plant will keep producing new leaves and 
promote bushier growth. When harvesting, take only about a third of the 
plant at one time.  At the end of the season, herbs can be dried or frozen 
to enjoy throughout the winter months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1. African blue basil, Ocimum kilimandscharicum × basilicum 'Dark Opal' in Lamiaceae 
family, grown as an annual for culinary, medicinal, and ornamental uses and will have 
pink, purple flowers, in summer through fall  

○ 1-3' x ¾-3', upright habit, rounding with age  
○ Full sun to part sun in hot regions 
○ Well-drained, loam soil, rich, consistently moist, occasionally dry, slightly 

acidic to neutral pH  
○ Semi-drought tolerant once established, requiring less water  
○ USDA 10-11, tender perennial 
○ Sterile hybrid, no need to deadhead, but pinch tips to encourage dense, bushy growth 
○ Slower growing than other basils, more tolerant of heat, and drier soil than most basils 

 
2. Pineapple sage, Salvia elegans, in the Lamiaceae family, a perennial grown as an 

annual for culinary, medicinal, ornamental uses, has scarlet red flowers, in late 
summer-early fall, with a fruity sweet edible flavor 

○ 3-4' x 2-3', (shape), fast growth 
○ Full sun, part sun in hot regions, some shade tolerance 
○ Well-drained, consistently moist, tolerant of some drought and poor soil 
○ Moderate water, somewhat drought tolerant once established 
○ USDA 8-11 
○ Attracts hummingbirds, butterflies 

 
3. Fernleaf dill, Anethum graveolens, in Apiaceae family, perennial grown as an annual for culinary, and 

ornamental uses, aromatic leaves, seed, and host for black swallowtail butterfly larva, yellow flowers, in late 
August-September 

○ 3-5' x 2-3', stiff hollow stems 
○ Full sun 
○ Well-drained, Rich, light, consistent moisture 
○ Moderate water 
○ USDA 2-11, grown as an annual, self-sowing 
○ Attracts beneficial insects, bees  
○ Best in cool summer zones, bolts when dry, difficult to transplant due to deep roots, best to plant seeds 

 
 4. Rosemary 'Salem', Rosmarinus officinalis 'Salem’, syn: Salvia rosmarinus 'Salem,’ in 

Lamiaceae family, tender perennial, grown for culinary, ornamental, and medicinal 
uses, tiny pale blue two-lipped flowers 

○ 2-3’ x 1-2’, upright, growth rate 
○ Full sun, part sun, dry to moist, slightly acidic pH 
○ Well-drained soil, type, tolerance 
○ Low water, drought tolerant once established  
○ USDA 8-10 and possibly down to 6b 
○ Fragrant narrow foliage, pine-like scented 
○ Attracts butterflies, bees, pollinators 
○ Prune after bloom period to encourage dense growth or to shape 
○ Overwinter indoors, in containers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 5. Serrated basil, Ocimum basilicum var. Serratum, grown for culinary and ornamental 

uses, tiny white flowers, purple buds, floral clusters usually removed to promote 
continued and bushier growth 

○ 1½ -2’ x 1-1⅓’  
○ Full sun and some heat, shelter from high heat  
○ Well-drained, sandy loam soil, fertile, consistently moist, acidic to alkaline pH 
○ Moderate water before noon needs time to dry out before low evening 

temperatures  
○ USDA 9-11, tender perennial, bring indoors in colder regions 
○ Attracts bees 
○ Pinch tips to promote bushy/dense growth, remove flowers to prolong growth 

 
 6. Sweet Basil, Ocimum basilicum var. Genovese, perennial grown as an annual for 

culinary, aromatic leaves and medicinal uses, tiny white to pink flowers, floral cluster 
usually removed to promote flavor, continued and bushier growth 

○ 1½ -2’ x 1-1⅓’  
○ Full sun and some heat, shelter from high heat  
○ Well-drained, sandy loam soil, fertile, consistently moist, acidic to alkaline pH 
○ Moderate water before noon needs time to dry out before low evening 

temperatures  
○ USDA 9-11, tender perennial, bring indoors in colder regions 
○ Resistant to deer and rabbits 
○ Deters whitefly 
○ Companion with tomatoes 
○ Larger leaves than on the commonly grown Sweet Basil prefers growing in containers 

 
 7. Red Rubin basil, Ocimum basilicum var. Purpurascens, tender biennial grown for 

culinary, medicinal, ornamental uses, white or pink flowers, in summer, deadhead to 
promote continued and bushier growth 

○ 1½-2’ x 1½-2’   
○ Full sun, indoors with 6hrs of LEDs or sun 
○ Well-drained, fertile, sandy, loam soil, acidic-alkaline pH 
○ Moderate, water freely in summer  
○ USDA 10b-11 
○ Annual or biennial 

 
8. Mexican tarragon, Tagetes lucida, in Compositae family, perennial grown as an 

annual for culinary,  medicinal, dye, repellent, and religious uses, yellow flowers in 
late summer-fall 

○ 2-3' x 3-4', semi-woody, small upright bush    
○ Full, part sun, 6+ hrs LED indoors 
○ Any soil prefers well-drained, fertile, 6.5-7.0 pH 
○ Moderate water, tolerant to drought, heat, and humidity 
○ USDA 10a-11, half-hardy 
○ Plant near vegetables to repel pests (root-knot nematode, aphids, weevils, deer, rabbits) 
○ Avoid planting near black cohosh, chervil, lungwort, rue, parsley 
○ Attract bees, birds, butterflies 
○ It can cause dermatitis for some sensitive individuals 
○ Fragrant, anise-like flavor, hints of mint and cinnamon, sweetness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 9. Common oregano (aka Marjoram), Origanum vulgare, in Lamiaceae family, grown for 

culinary and medicinal uses, white flowers in midsummer-fall, pinch buds to promote 
dense, bushy growth 

○ 2' x 2'+, clumping, fast growth 
○ Full sun 
○ Any soil, prefers sandy loam, well-drained, 6.5-7.0 pH 
○ Water seedling 1" per week, reduce to low water once established, let dry 

between waterings  
○ USDA 4-9, half-hardy 
○ Attracts bees, butterflies, beneficial insects 
○ Spreading with underground runners, divide in spring  
○ Harvest after the dew has evaporated for the highest oil content 

 
10. Garden sage, Salvia officinalis, in Lamiaceae family, perennial grown for culinary and 

medicinal uses, bluish-purple 2-lipped flowers, in late spring-mid-summer 
○ 2-2½' x 3', stake for support  
○ Full sun, part sun, light shade 
○ Well-drained, moist soil, shallow rocky, occasionally dry, 5.6-7.8 pH  
○ Moderate water, avoid overwatering  
○ USDA 4-9 
○ Leaves and flowers are edible, herbal musky flavored  
○ Attracts butterflies, and bees 

 
11. Dwarf pineapple sage, Salvia elegans 'Honey Melon', in Lamiaceae family, perennial 

grown as an annual for culinary, medicinal, and floral color, scarlet red, 2-lipped, 
narrowly tubular flowers, exerted pistil and stamen, hairy red, lined corolla, blooms 
open bottom-up, in late spring-early fall, shear spent flowers to promote continued 
blooming 

○ 1½-2' x 1-2'', upright, bushy, fast growth  
○ Full sun, part sun 
○ Well-drained, dry to evenly moist soil, 6.1-7.8 pH  
○ Low to moderate water, avoid overwatering  
○ USDA 8b-10, grown as an annual in colder regions 
○ Attracts hummingbirds, butterflies, bees, birds 

 
12. Onion chives, Allium schoenoprasum, in Amaryllidaceae family, bulb grown for 

culinary and ornamental uses, purple-pink flowers in spherical heads, held above the 
foliage, in spring 

○ 1-2' x ½-1½', clumping bulbs, hollow stem/leaves, early spring growth  
○ Full sun, part sun 
○ Well-drained rich soil 
○ Moderate water, keep the soil moist until established, mulch to preserve soil 

moisture  
○ USDA 4-10, grown as an annual 
○ Harvest  to base, after the dew dries, keep in water or damp cloth  
○ Move indoors to overwinter in a container 
○ Repels Japanese beetles, carrot rust flies, and deer 
○ Pollinator plant attracts butterflies  
○ Deadhead to reduce self-sowing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
13. Cilantro - leaves, Coriander - seeds, Coriandrum sativum, in Apiaceae family,  an 

annual grown for culinary and medicinal uses, white, pink to pale lavender flowers 
○ 1-2’ x 1-1½’ 
○ Full sun, part sun, light shade in hot summer regions 
○ Well-drained, rich soil, 6.3-6.8 pH  
○ Low water, keep seedlings moist until established 
○ USDA 
○ Attracts pollinators, swallowtail butterflies  
○ Heavy Nitrogen feeder, apply fertilizer twice during the growing season, 

needed more often in containers, cool weather plant best growth at 50-80°F, 
bolts when temperatures pass 85°F  

○ Over-fertilizing reduces flavor, pinch off tips and flowers to promote dense/bushy growth 
 

14. Flat Italian parsley, Petroselinum crispum var. Neapolitanum, in Apiaceae family, 
biennial, grown as an annual for culinary, garnish, and aromatic uses, greenish-yellow 
showy flowers on a compound umbel 

○ ¾-1’  x ¾-1’, clump, better growth in cool summer regions  
○ Full sun, part sun, light shade 
○ Well-drained, rich, moist soil, do not let the soil dry out  
○ Moderate water, consistently moist 
○ USDA: 2-11, tender to frost 
○ Host to Black swallowtail butterfly caterpillar 
○ Biennial for seed production, grown as an annual for foliage, slow to germinate, transplant early after 

the last frost in spring, bring indoors to overwinter in a container near a cool sunny window 
 

15. Curly parsley, Petroselinum crispum var. Crispum, in Apiaceae family, biennial, grown 
as an annual for culinary, garnish, and aromatic uses, greenish-yellow showy flowers 
on a compound umbel in summer of the second year 

○ 9-12" x 9-12", clumping rosette, best growth in cool summer regions  
○ Full sun, part sun, light shade 
○ Well-drained, rich organic, moist soil, do not let the soil dry out  
○ Moderate water, neutral pH 
○ USDA 7-9 
○ Transplant early after last spring frost, slow to germinate, take indoors before the first frost to 

overwinter in a cool sunny interior space, place in a container  
○ Host to Black swallowtail butterfly caterpillar  

 
16. Thyme, Thymus vulgaris, in Lamiaceae family, perennial grown as an annual for 

culinary, medicinal, fragrant foliage, and winter interest  uses, showy tiny purple 
flowers in mass, cutting back will stimulate new growth and reduce woodiness 

○ ¼-1’ x ½-1¼’, mounding, dwarf, upright stems  
○ Full sun  
○ Well-drained, loose, average, soil dry to medium moisture, prefers sandy or 

rocky soil 
○ Low to moderate water, do not overwater 
○ USDA 5-9 
○ Attracts bees and butterflies  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 17. Super blue lavender, Lavandula angustifolia 'Super blue' PP#24929, in Lamiaceae 

family, perennial, grown for ornamental, cut flower, product ingredient, culinary uses, 
Deep violet-blue fragrant flowers, on short spikes,  in late spring-summer, deadhead 
to promote new growth 

○ ¾-1' x ¾-1', mound, compact, low-growing, medium growth  
○ Full sun 
○ Well-drained, average to sandy, poor, soil, dry, acidic-alkaline pH 
○ Low-moderate water 
○ USDA 4-9 
○ Attracts butterflies 
○ Prune every three years, in spring, to 8" to control size, plant in a sheltered location, cover in snow for 

winter protection 
 


